May 6th, 2001
Hi Gavin

No letters to reply to this week. Not even any e-mails. For the past week, since mail.com was taken over by another company, I have not received any e-mail though I have been able to send mail. Sent an e-mail to the company telling them of the problem. Anyway, hope all is OK with you – and your car! Again, remember to drive carefully as there are many jerks out there on the roads as the US TV series on police chases, etc shows. 

The past week has included two holidays – one for Buddha’s birthday and the other for Labour Day. In China they get one whole week of holidays. It is called the ‘Golden Week’. I did not know this though I suppose it has been the same for many years. There were large groups of visitors from China here. Because the hotel tower was full, some of them had to stay here in the serviced suite tower.

Because last Monday was a holiday, there was no mail collection from here. So I walked over to the Post Office and posted your letter there. As well as being Buddha’s birthday, it was also the day for the Bun Festival on Cheung Chau Island. About 10000 people went over. At one time there was a queue of more than 4000 people waiting to get on the ferry. It was a hot day too. I went to the Bun Festival many years ago. The festival commemorates the relief of the Islanders from a plague many years ago. There are two tall bamboo towers covered with bread buns though I am not sure what they represent. Years ago, there was a competition to climb the towers to get the bun at the top – for good luck I guess. But this was banned for safety reasons.

Tuesday was Labour Day – or May Day. I had a swim but had to swim at the deep end only as there were many people (guests) using the pool. Different on Thursday when I was the only one using the pool. On Labour Day, there were protests outside the Government Central Offices against the refusal of the government to ban racial discrimination in HK. 

On Wednesday evening, I watched a “Mr World” competition which was held in Scotland. It was not a competition of huge body builders as I had thought but of reasonably ordinary people. There were 32 men from 32 countries, including a Mr HK who works at TVB. They went through a series of individual and group competitions including building a bridge across a stream, horse riding, Go cart racing, a fashion parade and interviews. Mr USA, who had been a student at UCSD, was placed third. Mr HK was actually a bit of an embarrassment to watch!

On Friday evening I watched the movie “Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein.” This is the original Frankenstein story, written by the wife of the famous English poet Percy Shelly. A group was having a holiday in Switzerland and because of the terrible weather, they decided to make up stories. Frankenstein was the result of her tale. Somewhat different than the Hollywood view of Frankenstein. The name itself was not of the ‘monster’ but of the doctor who ‘made’ him from body parts. The monster had no name and was much more friendly than what has been portrayed by Hollywood. 

It seems from this letter as though I have been watching a lot of TV. Probably true though normally I do not watch TV much except for the new and some documentaries (such as a good one the other night on the importance of the world’s oceans on controlling the climate of the planet). Also many reports recently about food and diet. Many primary schools here get lunches brought in from outside. These are heavy on meat and have no vegetables and fruit which a good diet must have. This is probably a factor contributing to the fact that so many HK kids are now obese. Another report mentioned that Japanese (men), though heavy smokers, get less lung cancer, probably because they eat a lot of sushi (raw fish) which contains very healthy oils (but just eating fish oil capsules actually has little benefit!). Even water came in for criticism. The WWF said that the mineral water many people in developed countries is just a waste of money and that tap water is just as good and much more energy efficient (i.e. in the energy needed to produce the water). 

Last week’s NEWSWEEK contained quite a lot about the US spy place incident. Bush was actually given quite a lot of credit for the way it was handled. Interesting as I, like many others mentioned in the magazine, think he is only concerned about the US and not about the rest of the world. Next week, an economic forum is to be held in HK, similar to those held in Toronto, Seattle and other places and seriously disrupted by ‘anti-globalisation’ protesters. Clinton and Jiang Zemin will attend. The authorities here are afraid of Falun Gung protests against what is happening to them in China (even though their protest will be peaceful). Already, a number of overseas practitioners have been detained at the airport and will be deported. Although the government says it is not for religious reasons, they give no other explanations and we are left to draw our own conclusions. 

Bought an Oxford Chinese dictionary which is suitable for beginner to intermediate level. Very good. Unlike a conventional dictionary and much closer to the kind of dictionary I have just finished making. 

Not much else to write about. Keep thinking about what you might do when you leave the Marines. This should include degree studies as good jobs are difficult to get (though not impossible) without qualifications. Such qualifications together with your leadership abilities should be beneficial to you. Hope everything is OK with you.

Cheers.

Dad
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